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Psychology Research Project
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Assignment:  Work in your groups to create an experiment, natural observation, or 

survey to test some psychological hypothesis.  Once planned, this must actually be carried out and analyzed, so make sure it’s feasible.  All surveys must be approved by me in advance of copying and distribution.  If you choose to distribute surveys at South Campus, Mr. Wieczorek’s signature must be on your survey.  Keep in mind the principles of setting up a good experiment and experimental ethics (such as confidentiality of subjects)

Requirements:
1. Surveys must be given to at least 30 subjects.

Observations or experiments should also have a large enough sample to make the results meaningful.  

2. Reports on your research must be word processed and 1-2 pages in length.(double spaced)

3. Reports must include the following:

A. Hypothesis (What do you plan to show, prove?)

One way to get started might be to think of a common behavior and then try to think of how it could be explained.


Example:  Student classroom behavior


Possible hypothesis:  Students are rowdier on Fridays than they are 

on Mondays. 

B. Method used and why (Survey, observation, or experiment, and 

describe details of how you will carry it out.  This should include a copy of the questions asked if you do a survey.)

C. Data (Results:  What did you find?  Include numerical information on 

survey responses, observations, experiments)

D. Analysis (What did your study prove if anything?  Do you 

think your hypothesis was correct?  Were there any unexpected problems? How would you make it better if you were to do it again?)

**Don’t forget to make use of the Wiki planning feature on Moodle to confer with your group members!

Total points: 40  See back for rubric

Due Date: 
Rubric for Psychology Research Project

	
	4.5-5 Excellent
	4

Good
	3.5

Basic
	3

Minimal
	

	Basic

Require-ments/

Effort
	Correct length, word processed with correct grammar and spelling.

Shows exceptional effort
	Correct length with minimal mechanical errors or not word processed  Shows effort
	Too short or numerous mechanical errors or lacks effort
	Too short and numerous mechanical errors and lacks effort
	X 2

_____

	Hypothesis and Method
	Clear hypothesis, appropriate method used, reason for choosing this method explained, procedure described in detail
	Clear hypothesis, appropriate method used, reason for using method not explained or missing some details in procedure
	Clear hypothesis, appropriate method used, reason for using method not explained and missing some details in procedure
	Unclear hypothesis or inappropriate method used

Missing important details from procedure
	X 2

_____

	Data
	Accurate, complete and thorough.  Clearly displayed or explained.
	Accurate.

Some details missing or not clearly explained
	Some inaccuracies

Some details missing or not clearly explained
	Some inaccuracies 

Some details missing and not clearly explained
	X 2

_____

	Analysis
	Critical thinking evident

Sound reasoning based on the principles of research design
	Critical thinking evident  Sound reasoning based on the principles of research design, but incomplete or contains inaccuracies 
	Sound reasoning based on the principles of research design, but lacks depth and/or contains inaccuracies
	Lacks depth and reasoning is flawed
	X 2

_____









Total

_______









(40 possible)

Research Proposal

Your idea and/or survey must be approved by me.  Submit this by the end of the hour today.  It is worth 5 points.

Group Member names: ____________________




____________________




____________________

Hypothesis we with to test and how we will test it:_________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________




____________________
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